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Then Rustam rode about the open plain
A day and night in want of sustenance.
Apnd nodding in the saddle, till he found
A fountain like rose-water. Lighting there
He watcred Rakhsh and sank to sleep fordone
But first ungirthed his steed, took off the saddle
To use its poplar puinmel as his pillow.
And spread beside the spring his saddle-cloth
For sleep while Rakhsh to pasturage sped forth.

§4
Hino the Dir Akwdn fdung Rustam into the Sea

When from afar Akwin saw Rustam sleeping

He came as swift as wind, delved round about

The place where Rustamn lay, and raised it skyward.
When Rustam woke from sleep he woke to sorrow,
Aud his wise head was filled with consternation.
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He thought : “So this foul div hath laid for me

A snare like this! Woe for my strength and courage,

My neck, and blows with mace and seimitar !

This matter will make desolate the world,

Achieving all Afrisiyib’s desire,

While Tis, Guiidarz, Khusrau, the throne and crown,

The elephants and drums, will be no more.

Through me the world will suffer, since Akwéin

Hath spoiled my marketing. Who will take vengeance

On this curst div? No one will match him now.”
Then said Akwin to Rustam in his plight :—

“ Now, elephantine chieftain ! take thy choice

To fall upon the mountains or the waves;

So whither shall I fling thee far from men "
The elephantine hero communed thus :—

“In every case naught bettereth artifice.

He will do contrary to what I say;

He will not recognise an oath or keep

A pact. If I say, ‘Throw me in the sea,’

Then will this evil-natured Ahriman

Fling me upon the mountains, dash me there

To pieces, and destroy me. I must use

Some scheme to make him fling me into water,”

Then said : * A sage of Chin hath spoken well :—

*Whoe'er is drowned his soul will never see

Surish in Paradise, his lot will be

To tarry in his place in misery,

And not to find a welcome to the sky.’

Let me not therefore fall upon the ocean

To make the fishes' maws my winding-sheet,

But drop me on the mountains that the lions

And tigers may behold a brave man’s hands.’
Akwin at this roared like the sea, and answered :—

“Now will I fling thee to the place wherein

Thou wilt be lost for ever to both worlds.”

And, acting contrary to Rustam’s words,

V. 1054
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